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Isn't It Wonderful

There are, and have been for

ever so long, hundreds if not

thousands of individuals who not

only were aware but took an
active part in preservation. This

dedicated segment of the popula-

tion, fortunately represented in

nearly every town and hamlet,

can be thanked for the historic

landmarks, museums and library

collections we enjoy today.

But, the summer of 1965 may
well mark a point in local history

when more Long Islanders than
ever before will become aware of

our great heritage. One need only
glance througn the Forum notices

to feel the surge of interest, mark-
ed by celebrations, commemora-
tions and ambitious plans, such

as the Bethpage Restoration.
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Comments on "Yale"

Mr. Osborne's story of Long
Islanders at Yale confirms an

observation that must be appa-

rent to anyone interested in the

early history of Long Island, that

is, that the Long Island Sound
itself was a convenient and acces-

sible bridge between the island

and the mainland. It is not con-

sidered so today. We contemplate

the construction of a steel bridge

to speed our travel and commerce,

but in those days of slow and

wearying travel, and of life at a

slower pace, the Sound was fast,

economical and convenient.

My notes on early churches and

ministers of the island contains

the names of several ministers

who went from Long Island to

Yale, or who, after graduating

from Yale, came to Long Island.

Perhaps there would be interest

in compiling such a list as an ap-

pendix to Mr. Osborne's article.

The list would include: James
Davenport (1732), Azariah Horton

(1735), David Youngs (1741), Sam-
uel Buell (1741), William Throop

(1743, Benjamin Tallmadge (1747),

James Brown (1747), Napthali

Daggett (1748), Nehemiah Green-

man (1748), Thomas Paine (1748),

John Storrs (1756), Noah Wetmore
(1757), Benjamin Goldsmith (1760)

David Rose (1760), John Hobart

(1767), Joshua Williams (1780)

and Aaron Woolworth (1787).

Caleb Smith's letter in Nov-

ember, 1743 made brief mention

of the great controversy of the

day when he wrote of the new
laws regarding itinerant preach-

ing. There is a volume of history

yet to be written about the affair

to which Caleb gave but a brief

mention. This was the time of

the "Great Awakening". Rev.

James Davenport, Rev. Samuel
Buell and Rev. Elisha Paine were

deeply involved in the religious

upheaval of the period. All three

were evangelists and ''itinerant"

preachers of the group against

whom the legislation was enacted.

Rev. Davenport had only shortly

before the time of Caleb's letter

been forcibly ejected from New
Haven by armed soldiers.

During this period there was no

Suffolk Museum
AND

Carriage House
AT

Stony Brook
Open Every Day
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OLD HALSEY HOMESTEAD
1648
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distinction between Presbyterian

and Congregational religious soc-

ieties. Under Connecticut law
they were one and the same. They
were the "established" churches

which citizens were taxed to sup-

port. As a result of the religious

upheaval during this period,

many churches separated from
the fellowship of their sister

churches.

Samuel Buell was ordained by
such a congregational association

and this was probably the cause
of later conjecture that he may
have been ordained irregularly.

Buell traveled widely and preach-

ed throughout Connecticut in the

thick of the Separatist Movement
before coming to Long Island.

The nature of his earlier beliefs

stayed with him after he settled

in East Hampton, as evidenced by
his continued interest in revival-

ism, a characteristic of the 18th

century Separates.

Rev. Elisha Paine, though not a

Yale man, was no stranger to the

civil and ecclesiastical authorities

of the colony. He was "Moses"
to the Separates. When finally

driven from Connecticut by the

religious persecution of the time,

he settled in a pastorate near
Buell's at Bridgehampton, from
where he established the first of

the present-day Suffolk County
Congregational Churches.

During the period of Caleb
Smith's letters, a committee of the

Connecticut legislature, appointed
to investigate the "unhappy cir-

cumstances" at Yale College, re-

ported that some of the students

had fallen into the errors of the

"enthusiasts" (Separates) and
were going about New Haven and
the neighboring towns "exhort-

ing" (preaching) after the man-
ner of the "itinerants". The legis-

lature commanded the Rector to

take immediate steps to get the

WEBB HOUSE
Village Lane - Orient, L. I.

Opposite Historical Society

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Latham, Proprietors

OPEN: TUESDAY, THURSDAY,
SATURDAY, SUNDAY -2-5

Adults 25^ Children 10^

, ^
SOUTHAMPTON

HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Meeting House Lane

LONG ISLAND AMERICANA
J
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Oysierponds Historical Society

Village House
ORIENT, L. I.

Exhibits of Long Island An-
tiquities, Wars, Indians, Early
Farm Implements and Home
Industries, Loom Room With
Spinning and Weaving Equip-
ment, Ship Models, Navigation
Instruments, Marine Paintings
Genealogical Records, etc., etc.
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Tues., Thurs., Sat., Sun.

2 to 5 P.M.

Admission (Door Contribution)

(Adults $.50
(Children $.10

Illus. Booklet on Early History
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North Country Road
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students in hand. The college re-

sponded quickly and squelched

the pro-revival activities of the

students. It even expelled stu-

dents for attending unauthorized

religious meetings with their

parents.

The Separates, in need of their

own seminary, opened the "Shep-

herd's Tent" at New London. Rev.

James Davenport was active in

raising funds for this school. It

had a brief life. In 1745, Yale

officials noted that some of their

students had withdrawn to attend

"that Thing caird the Shepherd's

Tent". The colonial government

legislated it out of existence.

In 1753, to shield the students

from the controversy, the college

authorities decided to establish

private worship in the college hall

where it could be kept under

their control. Rev. Napthali Dag-

gett, pastor of a church at Smith-

town Branch, was chosen Pro-

fessor of Divinity for the College.

He established the private wor-

ship and later served Yale as

President.

I am interested in learning more

about Rev. Elisha Paine during

his years on Long Island. His

part in the Great Awakening in

Connecticut is fairly well docu-

mented, but his Long Island per-

iod seems to be obscure. Rev.

Buell, in the other hand, has been

well covered during his period on

the Island where less seems to be

known about his earlier Connecti-

cut period. James Davenport, of

course, has been well documented,

even to publication of his letters

as part of the Yale Historical

Series.

Jere C. Austin

Patchogue, N. Y.

Word From Connecticut

My attention was first drawn to

your publication by the articles

by Mr. Osborne on Long Islanders

at Yale. My present interest is

the account of Emily Miller's

childhood. Mrs. Bruen's class at

Mount Holyoke was 1900 and the

65th year reunion is being cele-

brated June 5th.

Lottie G. Bishop

New Haven, Conn.

Of sea foods that I'd never grab

First on the list is horseshoe

crab! P.B.

Suffolk County
Historical Society

MUSEUM
Riverhead, New York

OPEN YEAR ROUND,
EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

Monday thru Saturday

1 to 5 P.M.

Admission Free

Captain Joel Cook

I am seeking information about

Captain Joel Cook (1760-1851) of

Wallingford, Conn., who lived in

Gravesend, Kings County, circa

1830 - 1840; in Jamaica, Queens

County, 1843; and the final years

of his life, February 1850 to Nov-

ember 1851, in what is now North

Babylon.

Captain Cook served for seven

years in the tanks during the

American Revolution and from

1808 to 1813 in the 4th Regular

Infantry. He was cited for dis-

tinguished service at Tippecanoe

and after the surrender of De-

troit endured imprisonment in

Quebec.
Any information concerning the

Captain Joel Cook Monument
Association, formed in 1907 to

erect the monument now stand-

ing in Argyle Park, Babylon,

would also be appreciated.

A Researcher

c/o L. I. Forum

OLD HOUSE
Cutchogue, New York

OPEN 2 to 5 P.M.

Weekends

May 30th June, September

Everyday

July - August

Adults 35c - Children 15c

ROCK HALL
built ca. 1767

Broadway, Lawrence, L. I.

P'inest 18th Century House
Surviving on Long Island

Beautifully Furnished With
Antiques

Open Daily Except Tuesday
10 to 5, Sunday 12 to 5

April to November 30

Admission Free

Groups By Appointment

Owned By
The Town of Hempstead

Interior Under The Care of
The Society for the Preservation

of Long Island Antiquities

INTEREST

PAID QUARTERLY
'Savings on deposit 1 year or more,

V^»*L "vf

FOR ALL YOUR
BANKING NEEDS

For friendly financial help, ad-

vice about loans, or simply

opening a Checking or Savings

account, you can rely on First

National for fast, helpful and per-

sonalized assistance.

Member Federal Deposit li

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
*>1^ 1*.-*V SHORE

BAYSHORE • KG. BAYSHORE • BRENTWOOD • DEERPARK
"All 4 Offices hate Electronic Bookkeeping on premise*,"
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Swabian Harvest Festival

(Reprinted from Frank Leslie's

Illustrated Newspaper of Sept.

27, 1879.)

The Swabian Volkfest, held at

Ridgewood Park, Long Island,

during four days of last week, was
an occasion of great interest to

the Wurtembergers of N. Y.,

Brooklyn and Long Island. The
festival opened on Sunday, the

7th., when the procession, march-
ing to the park, gathered first

around a singular pillar that

stood in an open field of the park.

It was about 35 feet high and
covered with every variety of

vegetable that flourishes in the
soil of Long Island. They were
not rudely fastened on, but were
arranged according to an artistic

design. Cabbages, pumpkins, and
other large vegetables covered
the base, and turnips, corn, onions

etc., in sections covered the rest

of the pillar. A wonderful cornice,

in which huge watermelons pre-

dominated, crowned the top, and
over all was a generous sheaf of

ripe wheat. The black and red
flag of Wurtemburg, and the colors

of the United States and of Ger-
many were a part of the decora-

tions. About midway up the shaft

four shields were fastened, bear-

ing the names of the provinces
of Wurtemberg, namely, Neckar,
Black Forest, Danube and Jaxt.

The entrance to the Grove was

spanned by an arch that bore the
words "Welcome, all Wurtem-
berg". Beneath were the coat-of-

arms of the kingdom.

After the formal opening the

day was given up to general en-
joyment, the programme being
almost exclusively musical. The
day was devoted, as far as histori-

cal reminiscence was concerned,

to the famous composers of Ger-
many, and especially those of

Wurtemberg, Uhland, Gluck and
Silcher. On the second day there

was an historical procession, the

programme culminating in the

marriage of two young Swabians
in the costumes and according to

the peculiar rites of their father-

land.

On the third day the great

event was the dramatic presenta-

tion of a well-known historical

incident. In 1140, Conrad King of

Wurtemberg, after a protracted

siege, captured the City of Weins-
berg, and with it Count Wolf the

Sixth. The victory was a signifi-

cant one, and it had a romantic
termination. The women of the

City presented themselves before
King Conrad and begged a single

favor. It was, that they might
take away with them what they
held most dear. The request was
granted. The women, thereupon,
marched to the guard-house and
each took her husband on her
back and bore him out of the

city. Some of the King's retain-

ers protested against this unusual
way of redeeming captives but
the King kept his word, though he
admitted he had made a mistake.
This was on the 21st of September,
and the celebration of this event
has been made a feature of the
harvest festival. It was this in-

cident which was acted out at the

Wildwood festival in the presence
of a delighted multitude.

The account of the Swabian

Festival was furnished by Mrs.

Arthur C. Holden, who also gen-

erously lent us her print of the

illustration so that we might re-

produce it for your enjoyment.

For outstanding places to dine

—see the back page of the Forum

every month.

4 JL Dividi

Paid Quarterly

ALL TYPES OF SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

• Individual • Joint
• Corporate • Trust

Accounts insured up to $10,DOD

to Shorehp Siis
(Main Office)

300 East Main Street
Bay Shore, New York
Phone; Mohnwft 5-B$0D

180 East Main Street
East Islip, New York
Phone: Juniper 1-9000 -'-"'4".JL
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A faraway view of the Green House Hotel with the ENTERPRISE
passing in the foreground.

Mildred E. Tucker

AT ONE time in the Great
South Bay on a meadow ad-

jacent to Sloop Channel was
the Brant Point House. Its

long veranda faced the north

and from the rocking chairs

the guests could sweep their

gaze across a vast expanse of

water and in the distance see

the nearest neighboring struc-

ture — another bay hotel, the

Greenhouse.

The dates of 1920-21-22

were on the lease that Will-

iam Henry Terry had receiv-

ed from Charles Jordon, the

owner at the time of the

Brant Point House. During
the summers "Bill" catered to

a distinguished group of

guests coming to rest, fish and
partake of the sumptuous bay
dinners prepared by his wife
"Minnie", with the help of

their two young girls.

Rooms on the second story

were clean and neat and could

accommodate only those few
whose reservations had been

made well in advance. The
most antiquated of utilities

were available. Gas light was
furnished by carbide gas,

manufactured on the premises

and piped into the rooms. At
the end of the long boardwalk,
in the rear of the building,

was the usual bayhouse privy.

A large boardwalk had
been constructed across the

front for the mooring of

boats, and a smaller walk at

the far end gave access to the

barroom, built on a large

scow solidly on land above the

tide level. Crab, minnow and
shrimp floats were near at

hand.
On the first floor of the

hotel there were two large

dining rooms. Off to the side

was a small partitioned sec-

tion consisting of three di-

vided spaces where the family
and the two hired men had
sleeping quarters. In the large

back kitchen were two big

wood burning stoves, and it

took plenty of driftwood to

keep them going. There were
big five-gallon kettles of clam
chowder ever in the making
and the skillets were always
ready for eels and fish to be
hand turned to a rich golden
crispness. Steamed clams and
the hot broth with melted
butter and celery salt added
made a most delicious and
healthful course for the bay
dinners. Along the banks of

the channels large black mus-
sels clung in clusters and were
gathered as needed. They
were boiled, cleaned of the

'deadman' and pickled in

vinegar and bay leaves to

tempt the appetites of the city

folks. Always on hand were
smoked eels made a special

way, known to the older bay-
men.

The eels were speared at

night under the strong light

^rant

Toint
<

\House

A Great South Bay Hotel

That Stood On The Meadow

of a gasoline lantern. Then
they were sprinkled with
wood ashes and chewing to-

bacco until dead. After gutt-

ing the eels were washed and
for a certain number of hours
put in salt brine water to

complete what was called

"slimeing". They were then
washed, dried and strung on
wires just below the rim of a

large wooden barrel under
which was a smoldering wood
fire. The top of the barrel was
tightly closed.

Special wood was brought
from town by boat and when
smoked to perfection, the

meat tender to the bone, the

eels were ready for consump-
tion and sometimes sold by
the pound to waiting barroom
customers.

Fiddler crabs for bait were
gathered in a peculiar way.
A thick stick was suddenly
thrust in back of the crab so

he could not make a hasty re-

treat to his hole in the mud
bank of the creek. With the

one normal claw and the other

large and out-of-proportioned

they were, indeed, odd looking

little creatures.

When the weakfishing was
at its best and the demand for

shrimp bait was heavy we
would row to a shallow inlet

and wait for the tide to be of

a certain waist-high level.

Then the leaded bottom of the

net was spread across the wa-
ter and brought together and
in the pocket of the net would
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be quarts of the little bay shr-
imps.
Much time was spent tread-

ing or raking for chowder
clams and steamers. Then
they were taken to a new
place in the mud of a little

creek just off from the bar-
room scow and afterwards
collected as needed for the
cook to use.

One of the wonders of the
place was the fresh water
that flowed freely from a pipe
sunk many feet into the salt

water marsh. Even on hot
summer days the water was
cold and satisfying. One won-
ders if somewhere on that
now deserted and lonely mea-
dow a fresh water spring
still flows.

A group of the old baymen
decided to make a little 'corn
liquor' in the big kitchen one
late fall season. Everything
was going along fine and the
old wood stove striving to
keep just the right tempera-
ture. However, about the time
the real corn was slowly trick-

ling out of the copper pipe
one old fellow got real im-
patient — fired the stove with
too much wood. The result

was a sudden explosion of
prunes and mush and juice all

over the men and the walls
and ceiling of the old kitchen

!

That put a stop to project
'corn liquor' right then and
there.

Guests were brought to the
bay hotel by appointment
leaving Patterson's Dock on
South Main Street in Free-
port and traveling by boat
some 9 miles (as the crow
fiys) but much further thro-
ugh the winding and crooked

waterways. On a very high
flood tide the flat bottom boat
could take a short cut through
the Merrick Cove directly to-

ward the Brant Point House.
Many wellknown people

were guests at the hotel dur-
ing the summers and earlv
fall days that "Bill" Terry
was manager. To mention a
few names, there were at one
time or another, Irving S.

Cobb, Victor Moore, Singing
Jimmy Flynn, Chief Ross,
Dr. Ditmars, Dr. Reuter, the
Abeles, Georgens, Offerman,
R a y e, Schrieber, Cohen,
Brooks, Raab, boat captains
included : Hunt, Connor,
Smith, Schenck, Montecastle
and those who brought their
fishing parties to the hotel.

On special days when or-
ganizations in chartered boats
came for bay dinners the
work was long and hard. We
would fall asleep at night with
the sound of the distant surf
mingling with the lull of the
lapping bay waters. The smell
of the salt water marsh and
the screech of the sea gulls,

carried in on the fog to an-
nounce each dawn came all

too soon.

Toward evening groups of
porpoise would entertain in

bold water play in front of
the hotel. The phosphorus
content of the water at cer-

tain times gave an eerie ap-
pearance to the waters after
dark. With the phosphorus
there always seemed to come
a large population of jelly-

fish and if one of them got too
close to the body it would
cause a stinging sensation.
The clearness of water of-

ten revealed beautiful starfish

colonies and other wonders of
the sea life below.
Many times we saw the

sleeping fluke fish. It was thus
he fell prey to the everready
spear, thrust by experienced
hands, and was brought to the
next bay dinner table in pala-
table repose.

One very fascinating object
I must not fail to mention was
under the stairway at the old
Brant Point House. It was, no
doubt, one of the very first

typewriters ever made. The
type was set high on trian-
gular-shaped arms and at the
touch of a key a letter would
fall down in front of the oper-
ator and then slowly recede
in place. What became of the
old machine only the wind and
the waves can tell.

So passed three wonderful
summers, close to nature, giv-
ing health and strength of
body and muscle to help us
grow strong and well. Today
the place where the old Brant
Point House stood no longer
exists. The storms of the sea-
sons, the falling away of the
mud banks and the fury of
the hurricanes took the old
hotel from its pilings and the
scow from its dry mooring.

Its name was derived from
the fact that in early days the
wild bird known as the Brant
was in quantities there and
often hunted from the point
of the land nearby.

Gifts for Discriminating
Long Islanders . .

THE LITTLE HOUSE
Corner Suffolk Lane and

Montauk Highway, East Islip

m FrankllU National Bank
OF LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
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Quilting frames and (^Missionary parrels

Kate W. Strong

EACH YEAR, when I was a

youngster, the last meeting
of the Church Missionary
Society was held in the big

Sunday School room. Two
quilting frames were put up,

and barrels were arranged
under the triple window.
While some ladies packed the

uarrels, other ladies did the

quilting.

The quilts were not patch-

work quilts, but I think they

were made of broad strips of

cloth of contrasting colors,

sewed together. First the

lining was tacked on the

frame, then cotton was
spread over it evenly, and
then the top cover was also

tacked to the frame. These
were not really quilted, but
knotted. Every so often a

heavy silk cord or ribbon was
thrust through, and then it

came up again, and was tied.

We children used to get under
the frames to pull the needle

through, and push it back,

whenever it became stuck.

Speaking of quilts, my sis-

ter and I were each expected

to make a patchwork quilt.

Miss Bessie finished hers, but
I took too big stitches, which
were forever having to be tak-

en out and done over again, so

in despair, my quilt was made
of broad strips of cloth be-

tween strips of patchwork.
Our missionary barrels al-

ways had good things in them.
If you wanted to send a coat

or a dress that had pretty

buttons which you wanted to

keep, you had to put other

ones in their place. Also,

there were new things that

had been made at the meet-
ings. No, our barrels were
not like some I have heard of.

One missionary told of find-

ing a headless doll, and a

missionary's son in the Phil-

ippines told me one of the

articles included was a set of

false teeth. Every Christmas,

someone would get hold of

those false teeth, do them up
elegantly, and present them
to some unsuspecting member.

tiMilfcK

Setaukel Green with schoolhouse built in 1860's and Presbyterian
Church, 1811. Photo G. B. Brainard, Courtesy Brooklyn Public Library.

I remember many years
ago, when there was a disas-

ter in the middle west, the

whole community packed bar-

rels. I gave a cherished tea

set of what they called Brit-

tania Ware, because I felt so

sorry for the children that

had lost their toys. I always
thought that the disaster was
the Chicago Fire, until I

learned recently that that

happened before I was born!

Speaking of the Chicago
Fire, I always loved the true

story I heard. At that time,

one little girl sent her treas-

ured doll for some child who
had lost her toys. It had a
china head, and a cloth body.
A little girl was delighted

with it, but one day decided
to give it a bath, and left it

to soak in a tub of water.
When she came back, the glue

had given way, and the head
was off. Dolls' bodies were
usually packed with sawdust,
but a piece of something else

was sticking out of the neck.

Her mother, when called, pull-

ed out yards and yards of real

lace. The account went into

the papers, but news did not

travel abroad fast in those

days, and the next shipment
of dolls lost their heads very
speedily when they passed
through customs!

When the barrels were well

packed, the quilts were taken
off the frames and the edges
bound. They were always the

last thing in the barrels. Then
the barrels were left for the

men to "head up" later, and
take them to the railroad sta-

tion, and the ladies went home
with joyful thoughts of the

work they had done, and the

pleasure of the people who
would receive them.

I do not think we had
"eats" ; if so I do not remem-
ber it. It was not thought
necessary in those days, for

meetings to end with refresh-

ments.

WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON
President

JOHN P. NICHOLSON
Vice President

Nicholson & Galloway
Established 1849

Roofing and Waterproofing
Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof

leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc.

261 Glen Head Road, Glen Head, Long Island

ORiole 1-3900 101 Park Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.
MU 5-6677; 6678
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Hubert IsOillets' Qrand (^Mansion
ROBERT WILLETS was
born on December 1, 1825,
the son of Samuel and Sarah
Hicks Willets. His parents
both were Quaker Natives of
Westbury. The father left

his home on the farm when
he was eighteen years old and
became a clerk in a New York
City hardware store.

Samuel Willets about 1820
with his brother established
a hardware business on Pearl
Street in Lower Manhattan
which became the foundation
of the Willets family fortune.
That enterprise prospered

fantastically and several
years later under the firm
name of Willets and Company
invested huge sums of money
in the whaling industry. The
latter business grew to such
proportions that eventually
the firm had control and in-

terests in fifty whaling ships.
In one of those years their
sales of whale oils amounted
to more than ten percent of
the total receipts at American
seaports.

Willets and Company also
engaged in a heavy commis-
sion business for other firms
and with the opening of the
California trade in 1849 very
large consignments from the
Pacific Coast further increas-
ed the wealth of the Willets.

Samuel Willets retired
from the firm in 1869 when
74 years old and devoted the
rest of his life to many finan-
cial, educational and philan-
thropic institutions. He be-
came president of The Ameri-
can Exchange Bank and also
president of The Board of
Managers at the celebrated
Quaker Swarthmore College
in Pennsylvania. Later he
was chosen president of The
Society for The Relief of the
Ruptured and Crippled and
held the presidency of The
New York Infirmary and was
the vice president of The New
York Hospital.

Robert and Margaret Ann
Willets were married in 1848
and the following year on
February 10th their first

134

Louis H. Schneider

Samuel Willets

child Samuel was born. In
1850 Robert Willets built his
"Shore Acres" mansion
which became one of Long
Island's great nineteenth cen-
tury showplaces. His resi-

dence which stood for almost
a eentury was erected on his
two-hundred acre estate
which adjoined Willets Point
(now Fort Totten) in Bay-
side.

Five years later on Janu-
ary 27, 1855, their daughter
Amelia (Millie) was born.
She in 1878, at Bayside, mar-

G. Howland Leavitt

ried by G. Howland Leavitt,
son of Rufus Leavitt, a weal-
thy New York merchant then
a Flushing resident.

Howland Leavitt was a
demitted Mason, having been
a member of the Lodge and
Chapter at Flushing when he
embraced the religious faith
of the Society of Friends. He
was for a time president of
the Flushing Gas Light Com-
pany and for two years presi-
dent of the Queens County
Agricultural Society. Mr.
Leavitt was a breeder of the
finest Hambletonian horses
on Long Island as well as
others of the best Equine
breeds in the fancy stock busi-
ness.

Mr. and Mrs. Leavitt had
two daughters, Sara Willets
and Margaret Howland, the
latter never married. This
family were all members of
The Society of Friends which
was the religious belief of
their forebears.
Margaret Ann Willets died

in 1873 and Robert Willets
married again. His second
wife Gloriana R. passed away
in 1888 and Robert Willets
died a year later on March 24,
1889. He had outlived his son,
Samuel, by twelve years.
Amelia and her husband

Howland Leavitt, being the
sole survivors of the family,
inherited the "Shore Acres"
estate which became known
as the Leavitt residence and
property for more than a
quarter of a century.

Robert Willets was the
uncle of Anna Willets who in
her diary (see Forum Feb.
1965) recorded the lavish and
gracious living in the grand
mansion. There the Willets
entertained many thousands
of distinguished guests and
visitors from far places, as
well as relatives, friends and
neighbors in those post Civil
War Days.

Amelia and Howland Leav-
itt continued to be gracious
hosts at "Shore Acres" thru
the Gay Nineties well into the
Twentieth century. Great
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dinners, enormous clambakes,

tfrand balls, gorgeous mas-
querade dances and gay coach-

ing parties were the order of

the day.

Then suddenly it was all

Kone, like a lonesome golden
leaf after summer's passing
when the autumn breeze

watts it away in the colorful

twilight as night approaches.
Rowland Leavitt, grief strick-

en with his wife';* death in

1919 ended all entertaining at
44 Shore Acres' ' and himself
died less than four years later.

After the death of How-
land Leavitt, his daughter
Sara Willets Leavitt and her
husband Charles Garrison
Meyer inherited "Shore Acr-
es". Upon the death of Sarah
Willets (Leavitt) Meyer in

1939 the property was sub-

sequently sold by the Meyer
family to real estate interests.

Willets mansion and the two
adjoining residences of the
Labatut and Townsend fam-
ilies of which Howland Lea-
vitt had been the owner, were
eventually demolished, the
latter in 1963.
Today in 1965 the vast

grounds of "Shore Acres" ap-
pears like a jungle overgrown
with trees, bushes and weeds
with not a single dwelling
upon it. The only inhabitants

of this once beautiful place

are rabbits, pheasants and
wild birds who sit on the rem-
nants of Robert Willets rustic

fence.

The name of the celebrated

Willets family is all but for-

gotton. It survives only in

Willets Point Boulevard and
on the bronze plaque erected
by the City of New York, on
the Belt Parkway Bridge over
the extreme northern end of

Bell Boulevard near Fort
Totten. The marker under
the Belt Parkway on the

S. C. N. B.

Your Local

Community Bank

Suffolk County National Bank
Riverhead, N. Y.

Complete Banking Service

Member F.D.I.C. PArk 7-2700

-v-> x :••

"Shore Acres" The Robert Willets Mansion At Bayside
Photo Courtesy Mario J. Cariello, Pres. Borough of Queens.

bridge wall reads:

IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION
OF THE GIFT BY

SARA WILLETS MEYER
OF THE LAND ON WHICH THIS
BRIDGE AND A PORTION OF
THE BELT PARKWAY HAVE

BEEN BUILT
ANNO DOMINI MCMXXXIX

Quogue Liquor Store
Fine Wines and Liquors

FREE DELIVERY
Tel. OLd Quogue 3-4575

License L76
Quogue, Long Island

SOUTHOLD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM
Main Road and Maple Lane

SOUTHOLD

OPEN

JUNE 1 to SEPTEMBER 16

Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday
2 - 5 P.M.

Special Summer of History programs May 30,

June 27, July 3, in honor of Souihold

Town's 325th Anniversary Celebration.

This Museum includes four buildings:

The Turn- of-the- Century House with fine collections from old

families in a home atmosphere, including a special Children's

Room. Recent renovations have been made for the inclusion

of a new ART GALLERY in this building.

The Eighteenth Century Barn, old vehicles and farm collection

The Buttery

The Out-Building with hand-wrought and early machine-made

tools: also exhibiting Southold's first, hand-drawn fire-engine.

Donation: Adults 50c; Children 25c; under 6 years, free.

Special Rates For Organized Groups
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Leading Real Estate Brokers
Babylon

CHARLES F PFEIFLE
Realtor - Appraiser

185 West Main Street

Babylon, New York

516 - MOhawk 9-0644

INSURANCE

Argyle Square Babylon
MO 1-2600

East Hampton

Realtor
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^wo brothers from o^diller Tlace
WHEN WE think of the his-

tory of Long Island, we tend
to consider the illustrious

careers of those people con-

cerned with the history of the

Island itself. Rarely do we
stop to consider the people

who were products of this

area but left for places distant

to go on to better things and
greater heights. Two such
people were the Woodhull
brothers, William and John.

The Woodhulls were born
in Miller Place on the north
shore. They were great-great

grandsons of Richard Wood-
hull, one of the original sett-

lers of the town of Brook-
haven. He had emigrated to

East Hampton in 1648 but
moved to Brookhaven in 1655
where he was to enjoy a long

and distinguished life.

Of his two descendents,
William, the eldest, was born
on December 3, 1741. He was
sent to Princeton, New Jersey,

to be educated for a profess-

ion in the ministry and was
graduated in 1764. After
serving a number of cong-
regations in New Jersey, he
accepted the pulpit of the

Black River Presbyterian
Church, Morris County, New
Jersey, in 1777.

The year previous, in 1776,
William Woodhull had been
elected a member of the first

Provincial Congress of New
Jersey. His staunch Whig
temperament led him to pub-
licly denounce the Royal Gov-
ernor, William Franklin (The
only son of Benjamin Frank-
lin, he was fiercely loyal to

the Crown, in complete op-

position to the course taken
by his eminent father). At
WoodhulPs suggestion
Franklin was arrested at his

home in Perth Amboy and
taken to Windham, Connecti-
cut, where he remained im-
prisoned until his exchange in

1778. Because of this action,

and his Whig sympathies, the

Reverend Woodhull was in

constant danger throughout
the war, being kept under

Paul Olinkiewicz

close surveillance by New
Jersey's many Tories.

At the close of the war,
Woodhull was elected to the

Trenton Convention, which
ratified the new Constitution

of the United States on Dec-
ember 11, 1787. He then re-

tired from public life and re-

turned to his religious pro-

fession. He was minister of

the Presbyterian Church of

Chester, New Jersey, for

many years until his death on
October 4, 1824.

John Woodhull, younger
brother of William Woodhull,
was to rise to greater fame
than his elder brother. He
was born in Miller Place on
January 26, 1744, and follow-

ed his brother to Princeton,

where he graduated in 1766.

He too accepted a religious

calling.

After his graduation, he
continued his studies under
the tutorage of the Reverend
John Blair of Foggs Manor,
Pennsylvania. On August 1,

1770, he accepted the pastor-

ate of the Leacock Presbyter-

ian Church, Lancaster County
Pennsylvania, and served in

that capacity until 1779.

In 1777, while pastor at

Leacock, he induced all his

male parishoners to join the

army under General Wash-
ington in winter quarters at

Valley Forge. He followed his

men as chaplain, leaving be-

hind one man, an aged person,

to remain and guard the

church.

In 1779, the Reverend
Woodhull replaced William
Tennent as minister of the

Freehold Pr esbyterian
Church. During his pastorate

(1782) a known patriot and
master of whaleboat warfare,
Captain Joshua Huddy of

Monmouth, was accused of

murdering Phillip White, a

local Tory. One dark evening,
60 brigands broke into Hud-
dy's home, took him to a near-
by tree and strung him up,

with a note on his chest read-

ing "up goes Huddy for Phil-

lip White."

The next day, Huddy's
neighbors cut down the body
and conveyed it to the Free-
hold church where Woodhull
preached the funeral oration.

Incensed by this brutal execu-
tion, performed without any
semblance of a trial, the Rev-
erend demanded that Wash-
ington do something to pre-

vent another such incident.

Woodhull even went so far as

to suggest that the General
execute a British prisoner as
an example to those who com-
mitted the murder.

Washington asked Sir Hen-
ry Clinton to turn over the
murderers of Huddy to him.
When Sir Henry refused to

acknowledge the matter,
Washington singled out Cap-
tain Charles Asgill, a young
officer being held by the Am-
ericans, to be executed in re-

taliation for the murder.
Clinton responded, in time to

save the young Asgill, that
the murder was done at the
instigation of Sir William
Franklin, then chairman of

the Board of Associated Loy-
alists at Lloyd's Neck, New
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York. Because Provincial offi-

cials were outside the author-
ity of Clinton, Washington
accepted the English apology
and released Asgill from the
death sentence.
Unlike his brother William,

John Woodhull did not retire

from public life soon after the
close of the war. His posi-
tion as Trustee of Princeton
made him an ideal choice for
membership on a committee
organized by the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church to plan
a new system of government
for the church in the United
States.

In 1787, his sermons on the
adoption of the Constitution
were printed and spread
throughout the state of New
Jersey. It is said these ser-

mons had the same effect upon
the populace of New Jersey
that the Federalist Papers
had on the electorate of New
York. Another of his sermons
was printed on the death of
Washington in 1799. This one
was a glowing tribute to the
first President of the United
States.

After receiving his Doc-
torate of Divinity at Yale,
(1798) the Reverend Wood-
hull was very active in cam-
paigning for the foundation
of a theological seminary at
Princeton. In 1812, his goal
was accomplished when the
University formed such a
school. John Woodhull died at
Freehold on November 22,
1824 and was buried in the
churchyard of his pastorate
of 45 years.

The loyal parishoners erect-
ed a monument to his memory
which is still in the yard of
the church today. On it the
following words are inscribed.
"Eminent as an instructor of
youth, zealous for the glory
of God, fervent and active in

the discharge of all public and
private duties, the labors of
a long life have ended in a
large reward".

BURNS TRUCK SERVICE
CORP.

International Motor Trucks
World's Most Complete Line

Route 109 West Babylon, N. Y.
Phone: 587-1100

GLOVER
BOTTLED GAS CO.
MEDFOKD RO. NO. PATCHOGUE, N. Y.

GRov»r 5-3120

All Gas Appliances at Lowest Cost

You Get Service Too!

WHY GO ELSEWHERE
Based on current earnings we anticipate paying these rates

beginning JANUARY 1st 1965

INSTALLMENT
SAVINGS

INCOME
SAVINGS

Member
Federal Savings

and Loan
Insurance Corp.

SAVE-BY-MAIL

4
.30' o

Savingrs made by the
Illth of any month
earn dividends as of

the first of the
month.

REGULAR
SAVINGS

Per Annum 4
.30

(h
'O

We Pay Postage Boih Ways

WE
HAVE MORTGAGE MONEY!

at prevailing

rates . . .

COLUMBIA SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

As Near to You as Your Telephone

Main Office
JAMAICA AVE.
At Woodhaven Blvd.

VI 7-7041

Forest Hills Office
CONTINENTAL AVE.

At Austin St.

BO 3-7500

Amityville Office
BROADWAY

At Union Ave.
MY 1-0555

MORTGAGE LOANS - PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS
CHRISTMAS CLUB - SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE
For the Convenience of our Nassau, Suffolk residents Phone IV 1-9550

Hours: Monday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday to Friday — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Amityville Hours: Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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(fMiMk Island Qurio oMuseum
Norval Dwyer

THE QUAINT old Curio

Museum at Middle Island

has at last gone on the auc-

tion block. Long Island has

now lost a small and unique

piece of its tangible history

as well as a source to antique

buyers. The creation of a

Hungarian-born antique deal-

er and his wife, Mr. and Mrs.

Emil Lengyel, the museum
was actually only in existence

for eighteen years. And yet,

when it was first opened up,

the Herald Tribune felt it was
newsworthy enough to merit

an illustrated article; and
its closing merited space in

Newsday. The historical as

well as human interest story

is worthy of being recorded

before it is completely for-

gotten.

The following brief im-

pression of a visit made to the

museum in 1954, perhaps will

give a picture of what the

museum was like in its hey-

day:
1954: A steady stream of

cars going in both directions,

sped without let-up over

Route 25 : New Yorkers, com-

ing out for the weekend ; New
Yorkers going home from the

weekend ; moving vans carry-

ing the worldly goods of the

newly arrived "permanent"
people. Long lines of trucks

with supplies and staples of

all kinds for the east end
population; and lacing thr-

ough the rest, housewives on
endless shopping trips to

somewhere.
Scarcely any of this mobile

population has time to notice

an odd group of buildings and
figures at the very edge of

the highway near the ceme-

tery and Presbyterian church.

If they did have time they

might stop short in astonish-

ment, or at least, amusement.
But then again, they might
not. In this day and age peo-

ple are not very surprisable

—

if there is such a word.
But to really look at this

spot is a little iike staring in-

Two of the many charming Rogers Pieces That Were On Display.

Neighboring Pews, on the left, and Parting Promise. ,.„-„,9 HERALD TRIBUNE - WARMAN

to the middle of a cluttered

dream. A life-size soldier of

the Civil War stands in front

of the stoop of an old house,

brisk in his painted blue uni-

form. He is made of poured
pewter, they say ; and the but-

tons on his coat were taken

from a real Civil War uni-

form. Next to him a wooden
medieval Saint George is ab-

out to plunge his wooden staff

into an imaginary dragon.
Along the side of the rambl-
ing building, wooden cathed-

ral saints linger in holy med-
itation; while near them a

Victorian lady dummy seems
about to get into a surrey

drawn by a life-size stuffed

white horse. A giant eagle,

which could have been on the

prow of a ship, or the orna-

ment for some city building,

spreads unfriendly metal
wings near the front door.

The sign over the door says,

"Curio Museum". Curious,

we paid a small fee and went
in.

Here I was introduced, for

the first time, to the Ameri-
cana figures sculptured by
John Rogers, the contempor-
ary sculptor counterpart of

the painters, Currier and Ives.

This museum has a fine col-

lection of Rogers pieces, per-

haps one of the most complete
inside or outside of a city

BAYSIDE FEDERAL SAVINGS
and Loan Association
Four Offices For Your Convenience

Bavside • Glen Oaks • Windsor Park • Bay Terrace

BA^-2700 FI 7-7800 ; HO 8-7800 FA 1-2900

Highest Dividends Consistent

With Safety

Compounded Quarterly
MEMBER:

Federal Home Loan Bank System
Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp.
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museum. The figures stood
about fifteen inches or so
high, and some were painted

;

but most of them were of
plain ivory color. There, mod-
eled in the round directly aft-
er the flesh and catching the
play of living human emo-
tions, stood a farmer boy
with his horse and dog. Near-
by an anxious young mother
consulted a kind doctor about
a sick child. Next to them a
young couple stood before a
minister beside a parlor table.

There a tearful wife bade her
soldier husband goodbye as he
left for the army in full uni-
form. One charming piece
portrayed a lady coming late

to church, slipping into the
pew with the people around
her singing a soundless hymn,
with someone reaching out a
book to her. There were
thirty-five or forty pieces in
this collection ; and only a few
duplicates.

In the last century it was
considered quite the thing to
have a John Rogers selection
standing on the front hall
table. A short time after my
visit to the museum, I happen-
ed to call on a young acquaint-
ance, and in her lovely old
house stood a John Rogers
figure of a doctor examining
a child. My hostess told me
that a patient had given the
piece years ago to her father,
a Long Island doctor.

The Curio Museum was
divided into several small
rooms, each one outfitted to
represent a typical shop of
the last century. There was
a little barber shop with its

chair and mirror, its oldfash-
ioned hat stand with a beaver
derby nonchalantly hanging
from a peg, and its rack full

of labeled shaving mugs.
There were even posters on
the wall advertising some
long forgotten products.

There was an old black-
smith shop, complete with
anvil and bellows, and even
coal in the firebin. And there
was a most interesting coun-
try store with scales, coffee
grinder, sugar bin and crack-
er barrel along with items on
the shelves.

that all of this display was
assembled with such patient
detail, not by an official, train-
ed museum director and a
staff of assistants, but rather
by one couple whose love and
respect for old things and the
past was stronger in them
than urges for material gains,
this little museum seems all

the more remarkable.
Going along in the building

we came to two large sections
filled with the larger pieces:
a bed brought from China by
one of the Long Island sea
captains; a treasure chest
said to have belonged to Cap-
tain Kidd; two old-time fire

engines; a stage coach that
had once been used as a school
bus for Island children. And
a charming old old carousel
with a giant Japanese parasol
shading the prancing little

horses and lions. I put penn-
ies in an ancient penny movie
machine that the famous
George Eastman House pho-
tographic museum in Roches-
ter would have been happy to
add to its collection.

This Hungarian couple are
also antique dealers; and a-
mong their smaller objects
are some rare treasures for

those who know what they
are buying. They live in a
low ceilinged little house next
to the museum which was
built in 1717. They were
thinking of moving their en-
tire collection to upstate New
York, where, said the woman,
a bit bitterly, people apprec-
iated old things. "Here," she
told me, "These New Yorkers
rush up and down the roads,
and they don't care for any-
thing farther back than last
week."

In a way, I agreed with her,
but I felt sorry to think of the
museum moving. So much of
the material had been collect-

ed in Eastern Long Island;
and it seemed a pity to take
it from its native home. The
big "For Sale" sign stood in
front of the yard for quite
awhile. But recently, when I

drove past, the sign had been
taken down, for the owners
decided to stay here. All stood
as before: the painted soldier
stood straight and determin-
ed

; Saint George still lunged
with his wooden, sure aim at
the invisible wooden dragon;
and the saints lingered on the
side, their meditation uninter-
rupted. I was glad.

TIME SAVING SERVICES
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.
Insured up to $10,000 by th^

Federal S. & L. I. C.

BONUS SAVINGS ACCTS.
(1% extra earnings)

LOW COST FHA HOME
IMPROVEMENT LOANS

FAST. FRIENDLY.
MORTGAGE LOANS
PERSONAL MONEY ORDERS
FREE SAVE-BY MAIL KITS.

(Postage-paid both ways)

TRAVELERS' CHECKS.
PASSBOOK LOANS, etc.

at the wonderful place to save..

7

-a. wwv ^v /

SUFFOLK COUNTY J

FEDERAL SAVINGS]
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 1

o T
BABYLON

MamOfUe

SMITHTOWN

CENTEREACH

1 West Main Street

Smithtown, New York
Fri. Eves.: 6 to 8 P.M

When one stops to think ^

180 West Main Street

Babylon, New York
Mon. Eves: 5 to 8 P.M.

Resources $100,000,000
LARGEST MUTUAL SAVINGS INSTITUTION IN SUFFOLK

DAVID P. SEAMAN, President

Jericho Turnpike
Centereacli. New York
Fri. Eves.: G to 8 P.M.

-,
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

(Rates: 10c per word, minimum

20 words or $2. Additional con-

secutive insertions, same copy, 5c

per word. Copy must be received

with cash or check by 10th. of

month preceding following issue.

Charges accepted from subscrib-

ers but 15c billing charge will be

made.)

WANTED TO BIT¥. Anything per-

taining to Long Island history.

Books, documents, letters, pic-

tures, paintings, phamphlets, post-

ers. Early local telephone direc-

tories, map and L. I. newspapers.

Geneological material on early

L. L, families. L.I.R.R., material.

Old catalogs of L. I. establish-

ments, etc. Long Island Trading

Co., Inc. Route 25A, Stony Brook,

N. Y. Telephone: Area Code, 516.

751-0117. tf-2

DESCRIPTION of private and

family cemeteries in the Borough

of Queens, compiled by the Topo-

graphical Bureau and edited by

A. H. Meigs. 1932. $2.00 per copy.

Apply: Queens Borough Public

Library. Long Island Collection.

89-14 Parsons Blvd., Jamaica 32,

N. Y.

FOR NEWS of Merrick, frequent

historical features and illustra-

tions, read "Merrick Life", out-

standing Nassau Weekly. Write

Merrick Life, Merrick, N. Y.

1265p

REWARD $25 for first answer

with proof of date and place of

death of Jonah Tooker, born 1743,

The same for Alethea Moger or

Misher, wife of Nathaniel Tooker,

parents (?) of Jonah. Mrs. J. W.
Woodruff, 10826 Wilkins avenue,

Los Angeles 24, California. 765p

PLACE NAMES in the Town of

Smithtown, compiled from the

Richard H. Handley Collection of

Long Island Americana by Rufus

B. Langhans, The Smithtown

Library, Smithtown, New York.

Price $1.00.

FOR SALE — "The Long Island

Railroad, Part II, by Vincent Sey-

tried. Price $5.00 postpaid. Carl

A. Starace, P. O. Box 215, West
Islip, N. Y.

WANTED: Information on homes,

battlefields, museums, trails, lit-

erature, etc., about Revolutionary

War on L. I. still in existence. M.

Polner, 50-10 Concord, Great

Neck, N. Y. 765p

FOR SALE. The History of Smith-

town by John Lawrence Smith.

Published by the Smithtown
Historical Society. Reprinted

from MunselTs History of Suffolk

County, 1882 $5.14 postpaid, P.

O. Box 69, Smithtown, N. Y. Also

available at the Little Gift Shop,

Landing Avenue, Smithtown.

GUNS
WANTED — for my collection.

Old guns, pistols, powder horns,

bullet moulds, swords or cannon

barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li-

censed dealer for modern guns

and ammunition. RICHARD G.

HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane,

Bridgehamptom N. Y. Telephone

BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf-2

186 L. I. SCENES

More than 100 pages

of Paintings & Sketches

By Cyril A. Lewis

WITH HISTORICAL TEXT BY

Charles J. McDermott

"Historical Long Island"

$8.50 A Copy Postpaid

Order From

LONG ISLAND FORUM

P. O. Box 215, West Islip, N. Y.

WANTED: old carriage letter-

heads, billheads, broadsides, for

information about L. I. Carriage

makers. Jane des Grange, Suffolk

Museum, Stony Brook, L. I.

COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville

and vicinity and provocative com-
ment is found in The Suffolk

County News, national and state

award - winning newspaper. 23

Candee Avenue, Sayville. Phone
LT 9-6200. tf

'LONG ISLAND WHALERS" by

Paul Bailey, pamphlet, illustrated.

For sale at $1.00. Write Mrs. Paul

Bailey, Box 805, Amityville, N. Y.

FOR ALL the News of Hunting-

ton Township subscribe to the

Long Islander, New York State's

leading weekly newspaper. 313

Main Street, Huntington, L. I

Hamilton 7-4000. tf

PICTORIAL HISTORY of the

Moriches by August Stout, Jr. By
mail $3.00. Write P. O. Box 1241,

Center Moriches, New York, 11934

"ECHOES OF BELMONT PARK,"
fascinating account of Long Is-

land's famous race track. $1.00

postpaid. Richard Winsche, 95-02

239th St., Bellrose, N. Y. - t6

L. I. FORUM back copies are just

40 cents each. Most issues are

available, although very few com-

plete years remain. If you need

single copies to fill out past years,

or just wish a few past copies to

enjoy, drop us a line. Bound vol-

umes of past years are $10.80,

when we can supply them. L. I.

Forum, Box 215, West Islip, N. Y.

FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern

Long Island read the NEWS-
REVIEW. Subscribe Today P. O.

Box 720, Riverhead, N. Y.

LEGENDS, LANDMARKS, L. I.

History all in "Historical Foot-

prints At Lake Ronkonkoma" by

Lois J. Watt, 64 pages, 30 original

sketches, $1.25. Write: "Foot-

prints", Ronkonkoma Review,

Box 172, Lake Ronkonkoma, N. Y.
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More on Gas Light
I read with interest Mr. Felix

Reifschneider's comments in

May's Reader's Forum on the de-
velopment of the gas company in

Hempstead. I assume Mr. Reif-

schneider of Fairton, N. J., who
signed the communication is Mr.
Felix E. ReifSchneider, a native
of Hempstead, who is an out-

standing authority on the history

of the L. I. Rail Road.
I do not know the sources of

his dates, but they differ from
those given in a history prepared
by the L. I. Lighting Company
titled "LILCO and the First Hun-
dred Years",

The organization date of the

Hempstead Gas Light Co. is given
as April, 1859, and no gas flowed
through its lines until January
1860.

The report states that Captain
David Congdon of Sag Harbor
began work in 1858 on a gas sys-

tem for that community and gas
flowed through his lines in Dec-
ember 1859. Therefore Sag Har-
bor had an operative gas system
that predated Hempstead's.
Babylon was the first L. I. vill-

age to use electricity for lighting

in Nov. 1886. Riverhead followed
in 1888, Oyster Bay in 1891, Sea
Cliff in 1895, East Hampton in

1898.

The Roslyn Light and Power

GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING
CORPORATION

AS PART OF LONG ISLAND'S HISTORY:

More Than 25,000 Aircraft.

IN LONG ISLAND'S FUTURE:

SPACE VEHICLES, MILITARY AND
COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT.

Headquarters At: Beihpage, Long Island, N. Y.

your savings earn interest

from day of deposit

AT THE

RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK

93 Years of Service to

savers and homeowners

RIVERHEAD, N. Y. PArk 7-3600

Co. was founded Feb. 1, 1900, by
multi-millionaires Whitney, Mac-
key and Winthrop. By 1901 street

lighting was contracted for in

Roslyn; a feeder line was extend-
ed to Mineola. It purchased the
electric business of the Hemp-
stead Gas Light Co. In 1902 the
firm name was changed to Nassau
Light and Power Co., and its

main office established at 66 Main
street, Hempstead.

The Nassau Light and Power
Co., grew until 1920 it supplied
most of Nassau County.
The Long Island Lighting Com-

pany was incorporated in 1910.
In 1923 it merged with the Nassau
Light and Power Co. By 1950
LILCO had grown into the pre-
sent entegrated unit serving all

of Long Island.

David O. Marcus
Roslyn Estates

Yes, leiierwriter Reifschneider
and Railroad Authority Reifsch-
neider are one and the same.
However the gentleman is not a
native of Hempstead. We know
from our correspondence with
him that he was born in Brook-
lyn, moved out on the Island to

Rockville Centre in 1907 and a
year later to Hempstead where
he went to school.

Wrecks & Cemeteries?

I get the FORUM regularly and
am interested in old shipwrecks.
I wonder if any would know about
the schooners which went ashore
at Eaton's Neck years ago?

Also, there is an old cemetery
at Crab Meadow that I wonder if

any of your readers know any-
thing about.

Eugene R. Skidmore
Morris Plains, N. J.

AMITY AUTO SALES
Chevrolet Agency
For Sales and Service
Parts and Accessories

Merrick & County Line Roads
Tel. AMityville 4-0909-4-0910

LEIGH'S TAXICABS
MOTOR VANS - STORING

WAREHOUSE
AUTO BUSES FOR HIRE
AMityville 4-0225
near amityville depot

_

J
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BRIGHT IDEAS
for Night Outdoor Living!

Here's a 24-page booklet that will prove an

invaluable aid to every homeowner. It con-

tains numerous useful hints on how to trans-

form your outdoor living areas into charming

settings with light magic.

Fully illustrated, the booklet contains page

after page of bright new ways to light up your

grounds, landscaping, patio, walks, pool and

all the other important outdoor areas of your

home for additional beauty, fun, convenience

and safety.

"Light for Living... Outdoors" will surely

help light the way to a wonderful new world

of brighter outdoor living. Send for your free

copy today by mailing coupon to LILCO.

LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY
Residential Lighting Dept.

250 Old Country Road, Mineola, L.I., N.Y.

Gentlemen: Please send me your frtr booklet,

"Light for Living . . . Outdoors."

Name_

Address,.

Town or Village^

i ONG ISLAND LIGHTING

AN IHVFSTOR OWHlO TAXPAYING COMPW*

JPhone_
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TRIANGLE CLEANERS
"Finest Cleaning Anywhere"

I ur Storasc - Shirt Laundering
All on Premises

I! way at Avon PI. , Amity ville, N. Y.

GIL CLARK'S
Maple Avenue Fish House

L. I.'s FAMOUS
OYSTER and CLAM

BAR
Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore

M«rr»ret E. Clark Gilbert M. Clark

Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551

For the Sea Food
Connoisseur It's

SNAPPER
INN

on Connetquol River
OAKDALE

Phone LT 9-0248

CLOSED MONDAYS

RELAX AND DINE
In Historical Surroundings

The North Shore's

Beautiful and Scenic

THREE VILLAGE INN
Overnight Accommodations

Private Parties — Cocktails

Open Every Day

Reservations Advised

Phone STony Brook 7-0555

AMITYVILLFS
Finest Eating Place

The Rendez Vous

Good Food and Liquor

Private Banquet Room

292 Merrick Road

AMityville 4-9768

Wreck of the Hector

The schooner HECTOR of 421

tons, returning to her home port

of Boston from Philadelphia with
a cargo of coal, went onto the

outer point of Jones's Inlet bar
about 10:45 p.m. on November 21,

1879. By 11 p.m. the beach patrol

had reported the vessel aground
to the Keeper of the Short Beach
Life Saving Station No. 30. The
station was located about a half-

mile east of the inlet.

About the same time Short
Beach was being alerted a look-

out at the Meadow Island, Life

Saving Station No. 31, spotted a

vessel in trouble at the inlet. A
signal for assistance was immed-
iately set off by the Keeper of the
Meadow Island station.

At about 11:45 p.m. the crew of

the Meadow Island Station brou-
ght their surf-boat alongside the
distressed schooner. About ten

minutes later the crew of the
Short Beach Station pulled along-
side.

The two Life Saving crews ren-
dered all possible assistance in

securing personal effects as well
as sails and other property which
was brought ashore in the schoon-
er's yawlboat and the two surf-

boats, for safety in case the sch-
ooner could not be taken off. As
Station No. 30 at Short Beach
was undergoing repairs, the
Keeper of the Meadow Island
station took the captain and crew
of the HECTOR to his station for

the night.

The following day both Life
Saving crews returned to the
wreck. All efforts to free the
schooner failed. The surf-boats
were then loaded with whatever
movables could be saved and re-

turned to their respective stations.

The HECTOR was in command
of Captain Higgins. Estimated
value of vessel. $10,000; estimated
value of cargo, $1,800. The sch-
ooner carried a crew of eight.

Lou Pearsall

Oceanside

Telephone
IVaNHOE 1-8290 - 7909

LESTER MALM
LAND SURVEYOR

FORMERLY REILLY & MALM
447 HEMPSTEAD AVENUE
WEST HEMPSTEAD. N. Y.

RESTAURANT
CATERING HALL
MARINE STATION

122 Ocean Avenue
Bay Shore, N. Y.

MO 5-3677

CARL ABENDROTII, Prop.

"Willie and Herman's"

La Grange
Montauk Highway East of Babylon

Luncheons - Dinners

Large New Banquet Hall

Tel. MOhawk 9-9800

On The North Shore It's The

CHINA ISLAND
COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Air Conditioned

Serving Exotic Chinese Food

Open Daily Orders to take out

FOrest 8-3990

JERICHO TURNPIKE
at

Commack Shopping Center-

Member Diner's Club and
American Express

Sag Harbor

Savings Bank
Established 1860

Serving all of

Long Island

Savings Accounts

Mortgages

Member F.D.I.C.

725-0012
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